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ACTIVITY REPORT 2012 
 
 
Τhroughout the year 2012, ANTIGONE-Information and Documentation Center on 
Racism, Ecology, Peace and Non Violence: 
 
 participated and coordinated European and National projects 
 prepared research reports in the framework of its responsibitilites as National 

Focal Point of Fundamental Rights Agency 
 organised, participated and carried out voluntary activities. 
 
 
 
Projects implemented by ANTIGONE during 2012  
 
 Sustainable development along the newest EuroVelo route, the Iron Curtain 

Trail: Iron Curtain Trail project involves intercultural heritage as well as 
sustainable development to what it concerns tourism and transportation. The 
project, funded by South East Europe Transnational Cooperation Programme 
(SEE), aims to connect SEE regions by the Iron Curtain Trail long distance cycling 
route, to improve accessibility of the SEE regions by bicycle, to connect cycling 
and public transport opportunities and to promote cycling and combined 
sustainable transportation as a mean of sustainable mobility. It also provides 
opportunities to exchange experiences and transfer know how among partners 
involved. At regional level, the project contributed to future improvement of 
cycling, sustainable transport and tourism. Participating countries were Austria, 
Hungary, Slovenia, Former Yugoslavic Republic of Macedonia, Slovakia, Croatia, 
Serbia, Bulgaria and Greece. The project is also being implemented with the 
support of the European Parliament as well as the European Cyclists Federation 
as an initiative that contributes to the development and the promotion of EuroVelo 
network. The activities of the project that runs from October 2012, will end in 
September 2014. 

 
 Schools for Change: Under the framework of Schools for Change project, 

implemented in collaboration with Heinrich Boell Foundation, ANTIGONE  carries 
out non formal educational workshops with the participation of students in primary 
schools, secondary schools and high schools. The workshops are set according to 
the educational needs of every class. The thematic sections of the workshops 
vary and so activities can be related to project lessons of every class, as well as to 
issues that are in accordance to class curricula. Some indicative thematics of the 
workshops are the following: stereotypes/discrimination/racism, bullying/school 
violence, human rights, rights of the child, gender equality, disability/social 
isolation etc. During the workshops, students participate in experiential activities 
such as creative learning activities, storytelling, creative drama, role play, 
simulation games etc. All workshop activities were based on active participation, 
collaboration, creativity and free self expression. Schools for Change has been a 
project of 2012 that has been extended for the running school year due to its 
successful implementation in 2012.  
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 SelfDefenceIT - Migrant Women defend themselves against violence in New 

Media: SelfDefenceIT has been an international project funded by Daphne 
Programme of European Commission, offering migrant women, mothers and legal 
guardians the chance to learn and improve their skills on New Media tools in order 
to defend themselves and their children against threats (violence, racism, 
discrimination) that appear in New Media. Within the reality of a rapidly developing 
information and communication technology and the ever-growing media skills of 
children and adolescents, migrant women are increasingly confronted with new 
challenges. Like the majority of children and youngsters, kids with a background in 
migration not only have a considerable amount of experience with modern media 
but also possess a relatively high level of media skills in terms of handling and 
using the equipment. On the other hand, they lack considerably in the ability to 
handle the contents critically. Due to often difficult living and working conditions, 
adult migrant women generally have a very hard time in keeping up with these 
developments. The growing gap of media skills of mothers with a background in 
migration counterparts with the increasing usage of these media tools by their kids 
and – because these new media comprise the possibility of destructive aims – 
also with new forms of media-related violence. SelfDefenceIT Project aimed to 
support migrant women to educate their children towards a responsible usage of 
media by training them on media skills. In this way, the project was expected to 
decrease violence and racism in and by new media by pointing out concrete 
scopes of action and strategies for self-empowerment of this target group. 
Partners in the project were organizations from Austria, Germany, Great Britain, 
Greece and Spain. The programme run from February 2011 to January 2013. 

 
 YOMN - Youth Matters Now: YOMN, implemented with the support of Youth in 

Action programme, has been a networking Project with a focus on NGOs’ working 
for the social inclusion of young offenders, ex offenders or at risk of offending. The 
project had a double aim: to implement non formal educational workshops with 
youngsters belonging to these vulnerable groups as well as to facilitate mutual 
learning processes and the exchange of experiences and best practices among 
European NGOs in the field the project addressed. As a deliverable of compiling 
and systematizing those experiences and activities, under the framework of 
YOMN project, a brief guide was developed on youth work within the prison 
context. The project was implemented by partner organizations from Czech 
Republic, Greece, Italy and Slovenia. The project had an one-year duration and 
was completed in October 2013.   

 
 LEGALNET : During 2012 ANTIGONE continued the implementation of 

“European Anti-Discimination Legal Experts Network” – LEGALNET project, that 
has primarily been founded in 2004, following an initiative of EU in the framework 
of its Action Programme against discrimination. The project activities involve 
specialised expertise in monitoring all institutional developments in legislation and 
jurisprudence. Surveys, analyses and studies on the implementation of the 
principle of equal treatment between EU member states according to EU 
Directives 43/2000 and 78/2000 are developed under the framework of the project 
on a regular basis.  
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 MEETING THE CHALLENGES - Access of minor asylum seekers aged 15-18 

old to the educational system in Europe: This project was implemented with 
the funding of European Commission DG Home Affairs by partners from Greece, 
Austria and Germany.  The main objective of the project was to support, influence, 
improve the existing educational framework in favor of the minor asylum seekers 
at national and EU level, through a system of interrelated actions and 
methodological tools. After having recorded the current situation in terms of 
legislation concerning the access of minor asylum seekers to the educational 
system in the three participating countries, the partner organizations contributed to 
the development of the methodological tool that would have facilitated the process 
of depicting the skills and competencies acquired by each individual member of 
the target group. This methodological tool was applied in seminars and workshops 
with minor asylum seekers by the partner organizations. The project run from July 
2010 until January 2012. 

 
ARIADNE - Versus the violence against women: The project has been 
implemented in cooperation with Heinrich Boell Foundation and the Green 
Institute. ARIADNE project targeted to the sensitisation of local authorities, NGOs 
and activists in issues concerning discrimination and gender equality  through 
their participation in a series of educational and informative sessions. The aim was 
these sessions to function as a vehicle of change to the established stereotypes 
so as for the necessary structure to be created for the change of the way of 
thinking at first place on the local level. Through ARIADNE project, efforts focused 
on finding new ways of function so as the relevant authorities and structures to 
really correspond women’s needs. The dissemination of the project in public 
authorities, institutions  and organisations aimed to succeed multiplied effect as 
far as it concerned the messages of the project. ARIADNE project run from 
November 2012  until October 2013.             

 
 Awareness Raising Seminars in the areas of non discrimination and equality 

targeted at civil society organizations: The project was funded by the Human 
European Consultancy with the aim to design specific training material and 
activities for NGOs in order to help strengthen their capacity to deal with non- 
discrimination and equality. The project built on the experience in previous 
projects which included mapping of the situation of civil society organizations as 
well as designing and implementing training to enhance knowledge, insights and 
capacities of civil society organizations. After having identified and assessed the 
CSO training needs, information material on non-discrimination and equality were 
used as the main reference material during the implementation of the awareness 
raising seminars. The project was implemented From 28 January 2011 to 30 May 
2012.  

 
 Hate speech on-line creation of partnership: RE-ACTIVE YOUTH I Against 

Online Hate Speech- Recognizing Issues and Opportunities in Combating 
Online Hate Speech”: ANTIGONE implemented this project in the form of a 
seminar/meeting that took place in Thessaloniki on November 30th 2012. The 
target group was composed by young people, teachers, activists, refugees, 
asylum seekers and international volunteers with different cultural and 
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geographical backgrounds. The main aim of the meeting was to introduce online 
hate speech in the greek environment which until today seems to lack awareness 
of its extent and dangerousness. Moreover the seminar offered the chance to 
create a network of people interested to the topic and start brainstorming about 
possible solutions on how to counter the phenomenon. The project was funded by 
European Youth Foundation of the Council of Europe. 

 
 Hate speech on-line capacity-building workshop: RE-ACTIVE YOUTH II 

Against Online Hate Speech-Youth and Educators Acting Against Online 
Hate Speech: ANTIGONE implemented a workshop on hate speech online in 
December 2012, in Thessaloniki, Greece. The workshop,  funded by the 
European Youth Foundation, was implemented with the participation of young 
activists, trainers, educators and students. The main aim of the workshop was the 
development of the competences of youth trainers, multipliers and activists to 
combat hate speech online and generate tools and materials to counter the 
phenomenon. For this purpose the project was carried out with non formal 
educational and Forum Theatre methods. The duration of the workshop was 3 
days, and it was held from the 18th to the 20th of December 2012.  

 
 MOVIE: The project, funded by Europe for Citizens Programme of the European 

Commission, was implemented by Greece, Bulgaria and Romania with the 
support of partners from all the 27 member countries of the EU as well as Croatia 
and Albania who contributed to the development of innovative techniques and 
methods of volunteerism with the purpose to raise awareness towards active 
European citizenship and participation in various forms and aspects. The aim was 
to promote citizenship, share experience, create synergies and mutual 
understanding between the Balkan countries (Greece, Bulgaria, Romania) as well 
as bring together volunteers and citizens from all European countries in order to 
promote the importance of the volunteerism as a form of active European civic 
participation. Participants in project activities were civil authorities, NGOs, public 
institutions, corporate bodies, media and citizens from all countries related. Under 
the framework of the project, 68 volunteers from the eligible countries visited 4 
“hot spots” where there were held series of meetings with local stakeholders, 
public and promotional events, campaigns in every country as well as a final 
conference. Project trainings took place in the different countries from 01.03.12 
until 25.05.12.  

  
 
 
 
FRANET 

During 2012, ANTIGONE, in collaboration with the Center for European 
Constitutional Law, the Hellenic League for Human Rights and the Minority Groups 
Research Center, kept on its participation in the implementation of FRANET 
Programme as the National Focal Point of Fundamental Rights Agency that has 
unified the thematics of previous programmes (RAXEN and FRALEX). A significant 
quota of FRA research is based on data and information collected by the national 
focal points of the Agency in EU member states. 
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FRANET with its various and specialized research on human rights issues, 
contribute to the Agency’s provision of independent and factual consultation on 
fundamental human rights to EU member states. The main target of FRANET is to 
safeguard full respect of fundamental rights around the EU. Specifically, based on 
data collected on human rights field by national focal points using appropriate 
research tools and expertise, the Agency issues opinions and recommendations on 
how EU institutions and member states can safeguard respect towards fundamental 
rights in practice during the implementation of common legislation and policies. 

Towards the fulfillment of this target FRA accomplishes the following duties:  

 information and data collection and analysis 

 support and expertise provision 

 dissemination of information and sensitisation on human rights field 

EU institutions propose and approve the thematic sections of the Agency for a 5 year 
period of time. Discrimination, access to justice, racism and xenophobia, data 
protection, rights of the victims of illegal acts as well as rights of the child are all 
included in the basic sectors of research and field work of FRA. 

For the full monitor of the dominant situation, FRANET combines data of legal 
analysis with data that arise under real conditions from the everyday experiences of 
people. Documentation research is completed via social field research using opinion 
polls, surveys and interviews or through the analysis of the available data. 
 
 
 
 
Voluntary activities of ANTIGONE 
 
 
Antiracist Festivals in Athens and Thessaloniki 
 
In June and July 2012 “ANTIGONE” participated in the popular Antiracist Festivals of 
Athens and Thessaloniki, which constitute a major cultural event in both cities. In 
June 2012 members of ANTIGONE participated in the Athens LGBT Pride, as well as 
in awareness raising activities and other relevant events. During these crowdy 
festivals and events, ANTIGONE discussed with people and distributed at its 
informative stand hundreds of pamphlets with its positions on crucial discrimination 
issues along with all recent FRA publications. ANTIGONE’s team actively 
participated in the discussions that took place within the Festival regarding problems 
faced by refugees and migrants, discrimination against LGBT, etc. 
 
 
National Round Table 2012 
 
Every December, “ANTIGONE” organises in Athens the Annual National Round 
Table Against Discrimination where academics, NGOs and representatives of 
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migrant and minority organisations have the chance to hold public discussions with 
organisations, governmental representatives and public officials. Fervent 
preparations usually start every year in early autumn. The principal aim of 
ANTIGONE' s National Round Tables is to introduce new debates on issues related 
to racism & discrimination and open up the discussions to as many of society's 
stakeholders as possible. 
 
The 11th National Round Table of 2012 (http://www.antigone.gr/files/gr/round-
table/rt11/NRT_program_2012_GR.pdf) took place on December 18th 2012 with a lot 
of participants in the audience. The event was titled “Rise of racist violence in 
Greece during the crisis”. Among the speakers, Ms Thaleia Dragona presented the 
reasons and the psycho-social dimensions of racist violence, the professor of 
Criminology Ms Anastassia Tsoukala referred to the relation between racist violence 
and the media, the professor of International Law S. Perrakis analysed the 
recommendations of ECRI,  and the scientific assistant of the National Commission 
of Human Rights (NCHR) Ms Tina Stavrinaki informed the audience about the 
suggestions of the NCHR regarding Police and judicial authorities. 
  
At the second part of the Round Table, the lawyer Mr Vassilis Sotiropoulos, 
Ombudsman of the Athens Municipality, referred to the case of Roma in relation with 
the responsibilities of the Municipality of Athens, the member of the Union of African 
Women Ms Lauretta Macauley speaked about the problem of racist violence in the 
every day life of migrants , and finally the member of UNHCR Ms Daphne 
Kapetanaki presented briefly the conclusions of the Network for the Registration of 
Incicents of Racist Violence (run by UNHCR and NCHR). 
 
 
Annual National Report 2012 for issues of discrimination 

With its own initiative ANTIGONE carried out the Annual National Report 2012 on 
discrimination issues  
(http://www.antigone.gr/files/gr/announcements/annual_report_2012.pdf), consisted 
of 148 pages, and based on analytical information provided by civil society 
organisations as well as media and governmental agencies. Such national reports 
have been carried out since 2002. The Report numbered systematical incidents of 
racism, racist discrimination, xenophobia and relevant intolerance that during the 
year took place in the crucial fields of Employment, Legislation, Education, Racist 
Violence, Housing and Health & Welfare Services. It also included official and 
unofficial statistical data that cover all the above thematic fields. 
 
 
MOSAIC: colours of life – hosting two EVS volunteers from Turkey 
Under the framework of the European Voluntary Service and the project titled 
MOSAIC: colours of life, two young persons from Turkey were given the chance to 
spend one year in Thessaloniki working in ANTIGONE as volunteers. Their voluntary 
service started in October 2012 and finished in September 2013. After having 
acquainted with organisational methods of an NGO and its daily running activities, 
the two volunteers were involved in the management of running projects and in the 
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writing of new applications. Furthermore, they were involved in all the intercultural 
activities of the organisation, especially the ones involving with minors, migrants and 
asylum seekers. Following, the two volunteers were asked to be directly responsible 
for voluntary activities such as the English language classes and the activities with 
the children and the women of a refugee camp.  
 
 
Activities with volunteers 
 
As it happens years now, also during 2012, ANTIGONE offered free English lessons 
on a weekly basis, for the women of a refugee camp in Thessaloniki as well as for 
young people belonging to vulnerable groups (Roma, young migrants) who wanted 
to improve their skills in English language and lack the means to afford paid lessons. 
 
Furthermore, once a week ANTIGONE’s team together with the volunteers of the 
organisation implement creative educational and cultural activities for the children 
living in a refugee camp in Thessaloniki. These activities may involve children’s 
participation in non formal education activities, in indoor or outdoor games, 
educational visits in sports and cultural events, thematic parks etc. These activities 
are organised by ANTIGONE also with the aim to allow children’s mothers a free 
afternoon to spend in cultivating their own interests.  
 
On the occasion of national holidays as religious and cultural celebrations such as 
Christmas, summer holidays etc., ANTIGONE takes on to organise events that take 
place in the refugee camp of Thessaloniki with the participation not of the people that 
live at the refugee camp. Indicatively, in 2012, a shadow play of “Karagiozis” was 
performed by an expert group in shadow theatre during the Christmas celebration 
that was organised by ANTIGONE on December 21st 2012.   
 
The initiatives of ANTIGONE are decided jointly with the participating groups 
involved after comprehending their needs and desires with empathy. ANTIGONE 
carries out its activities together with the social groups targeted so as to always run 
according to their interests and concerns. This is how the organisation follows 
people’s reality through the development of activities based on their expectations. 
ANTIGONE’s efforts target to the coexistence, interaction and association of the 
different social groups for the development of common actions that can lead to equal 
participation in social, economic and cultural life.    
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