



MINUTES OF THE 
INTERACTIVE DISCUSSION 
[bookmark: _GoBack]IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE DISSEMINATION ACTIVITY OF “Waves of citizenship, Waves of Legality” PROJECT

In the framework of the project “Waves of citizenship, Waves of Legality”, ANTIGONE realized an interactive discussion on "Hate Speech and Juvenile Delinquency in the school community" as an activity that would disseminate the results of the research paper produced by ANTIGONE (i.e. the preliminary activity concluded in the previous months) while it would raise awareness and further discuss the two main issues dealt with in the paper, that is, the organized crime and the juvenile delinquency. 
The discussion took place on Thursday 17th of March 2016 in the Social Centre of Oikopolis from 18.00 to 20.30 and was addressed to a broad audience including representatives from the "Juvenile Protection Society of Thessaloniki", active NGOs working in relevant fields as well as teachers/professors from schools across the city together with other Secondary Educational stakeholders. Three persons of Sfera Organization arrived from F.Y.R.O.M. to also join the event as external observer. 
The discussion started with a brief introduction of the project and its activities and then the research paper was elaborated with the presentation, on part of the ANTIGONE team, of the main findings. In this context and as far as the organized crime is concerned, it was highlighted that even though the later may not be considered as developed and spread throughout Greece as Mafia in Italy whose power is so increased that reaches the point of taking the role of the state, replacing therefore the later, however, organized crime in Greece does exist under various different forms, underlining thus the necessity to seriously deal with it. An additional reference was then made to Palermo trip and to the circles of discussion having taken place in the trip as regards certain key actors of organized crime in Italy, i.e. Giovanni Falcone and Peppino Impastato.
Before passing to the issue of youth crime and the core discussion of the event, it was explained by ANTIGONE team that juvenile delinquency within school communities had been chosen as the main topic of this evening as education may play a crucial role in preventing minors from developing a wrong behavior according to the research paper produced by ANTIGONE. The paper showed that the profile of a minor offender is often a person who drops school or does not respect it and does not do well at it. Besides, the whole Greek penal system is aligned to the principle that education is the most effective alternative to other measures imposed to the minors as is the detention for young offenders. Education is not seen as a goal, but as a means for achieving social inclusion with an effort to reintegrate the minor in the society.
Certain questions were raised during the discussion related to the reasons for youngsters dropping off school and in the same context the conversation was oriented to possible ways that could make teaching and education appealing to the students. Participants also shared their views on how to effectively react to certain provocative behavior of students related to hate speech or racist behavior on part of students towards other members of school community. 
Throughout the whole conversation all participants showed great interest to the issues raised by the group through expressing their views and often their concerns. All in all the discussion proved to be very productive and fruitfull while it will certainly trigger future meetings for sharing more experiences in this respect. 
This project is funded by the Europe for citizens Programme of the European Union.
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