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	RAXEN BIMONTHLY BULLETIN – NO 4

	Text1: The violent events in France have caused an unprecedented and heated public discussion about the need to integrate immigrants in Greek society and avoid their exclusion and marginalization. All parliamentary parties, as well as the Central Union of Municipalities and Communities of Greece during their annual meeting supported the idea of providing voting rights for local elections to immigrants. (The government by the lips of the Interior Minister P.Pavlopoulos announced its intention to apply such measure for long term residents that will manage to get this status, but not before the municipal elections of 2010)
Such discussion has also led to a significantly wider coverage of immigrants’ and migration policy issues by the media, therefore emphasizing on long standing discrimination or exclusion practices, such as the behavior of the police, the spatial exclusion of immigrants and minorities in large cities, the lack of an official mosque in Athens and outside Western Thrace, as well as on the ending of Ramadan held in a closed Olympic stadium of Athens (Peace and Friendship Stadium) in view of the absence of an official mosque in Athens.

The Hellenic League for Human Rights presented a law draft proposing the separation between of State and Church in Greece and has given the floor to an animated discussion among politicians and religious leaders. The proposal has found supporters in all parliamentary parties, while has led also to lengthy media  debates (TV - press) and parliamentary questioning. 

Once again the ‘flag issue’, that is the right school students to hold as a premium for school performance the Greek flag during school national parades extended to immigrants was in the center of the public debate in late October's national festivities. Several media publications and public positions by stakeholders and political actors proposed to abolish the anachronistic school parades (introduced in Greek schools by the fascist Metaxas’ dictatorship of 1936).

	Text3: The following incidents have been published on national media or indicated by recognized human rights’ organizations:

Incident list

1.	According media reports a 28 old Bulgarian immigrant has been beaten by four police officers of the Crime Prevention and Repression Team in the island of Lesvos after his arrest because in his possess were found stamps for falsification of residence permit documents and a small quantity of cannabis. (Eleftherotipia, 20.10.2005)
2.	According the Maragopoulou Human Rights foundation a Sudanese asylum seeker has been beaten by police officers in the centre of Athens (Omonia square) on 13.10.2005 and he has been deprived of his passport, which cannot be found. Due to that, the Sudanese citizen cannot proceed to any legal act, while the foundation denounced the hostile behavior of public employees and police officers towards its own representatives, who attempted to mediate for a solution.


Antisemitism

A Thessaloniki Israelite community member has denounced that two notary offices have refused him the right to take a vow on a holly bible or make a civil vow. The notaries insisted on the classic vow on the Gospel, and they claimed that a circular for interpretation of the law is needed before accepting an alternative vow procedure, which however is explicitly provided  by the Notary Code and by the Penal Procedure Code. (Aggelioforos, 18.11.2005)

Members of the extreme right-wing organization "Chrysi Avgi" have written threatening antisemitic and xenophobic graffittis on a central Athens' street wall, the one that leads to the Athens' courts' complex (Evelpidon) (GHM press release 03.11.2005). 

	Text2: The Greek Ombudsman has published in October 2005 a Special Report about administrative (police) detention and expulsion-deportation of minors, third country nationals, mostly unaccompanied. The Ombusman proposed  the abolition of police detention as a freedom restrictive measure for minors violating migration law and of expulsion as a disproportionate measure and inadequate means for repatriation. 

The Greek section of Amnesty International has published a report (‘Greece-Far from publicity lights: immigrants’ and minorities’ rights remain in twilight’) about immigrants’ and minorities’ rights violations, referring abuses, police violence, and serious violations of individual, social and cultural rights.The report emphasizes on judicial system shortcomings and on unpunished police and port guards’ violence, which includes ill-treatment and inhuman detention conditions, beatings, shootings and sexual abuses.

The US State Dept in its International Religious Freedom Report 2005 for Greece published in 08.11.2005 reported abuses of Religious Freedom, as well as various restrictions on Religious Freedom, especially regarding  legislation about houses of worship, harassment and police detention due to anti-proselytizing laws, non-Orthodox citizens facing career limits, muslim citizens' underrepresentation in public sector employment, imprisonment  sentences for conscientious objectors refusing military service on religious grounds etc. In the same time the report emphasizes on good anti-Semitism practices and commemoration of Holocaust.

Opinion polls suggest that majority of Greeks seem to attribute to immigrants the main responsibility for criminality increase, while they doubt that they contribute to economic growth.

A Phd thesis survey on 2nd generation of Albanian immigrants in schools indicates that they feel excluded, discriminated and face problems in their interaction with Greek peers, and  they take distances from their ethnic origin(denial of identity). 


	Text4: Greece has been condemned in 17.10.2005 by the European Court for missed transposition of the Directive 2001/55/EC about reception and minimum standards for provisional protection in case of massive influx of deported persons. The deadline for transposition expired on 31.12.2002 and the Greek non compliant authorities did not responded adequately to the European Commission’s justified opinion. 

The European Court for Human Rights has judged against Greece in the case of Voskopoulos-Vasiliadis vs Greece. The case concerned the limitation of the right to association and the prosecution of the association “Rainbow” by the Greek authorities which claimed that such association incited discord (art.192 of Greek Penal Code). Such prosecution in September 1998 in Florina had been followed by racist attacks and vandalism against the association offices due to the bilingual (in Greek and Macedonian language) signboard of its offices. In 20.10.2005 the Strasbourg Court by recognizing the existence of the Macedonian minority residing in Greece has judged that the risk of tensions that may result in a community due to the public use of political terms is not per se’ a sufficient reason to justify the limitation of the freedom of association.



