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RAXEN BIMONTHLY BULLETIN – NO 4 
 

The information provided must include reference to the actual source, not only 
media reports, unless referring to a media debate or theme 

 
1. THE “POLITICAL HEADLINES” 

 
Significant issues regarding racism/xenophobia and anti-discrimination (including issues 
regarding the Jewish, Muslim and Roma communities) in public debate - cases of racism that 
received wide publicity and exemplary court cases. Please focus on issues for which additional 
online information is also available regarding either the information itself or the organization 
providing it (preferably governmental bodies or important NGO’s). Please no more than 3 items. 

(max. 2000 characters) 
 

The items should appear in order of importance and not chronologically 
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2. UPDATE ON LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS 
 
Significant developments regarding anti-discrimination and anti-racist legislation, e.g. the 
transposition process of Directives 43 and 78. It is crucially important that you quote the primary 
source/s. Please do not include more than 3 items. 

(max. 2000 characters) 

The items should appear in order of importance and not chronologically 
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3. RESEARCH 
 
Significant major national reports on racism/xenophobia (including issues regarding the Jewish, 
Muslim and Roma communities). It is crucially important that you quote the primary source/s. 
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(max. 2000 characters) 

The items should appear in order of importance and not chronologically 
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4. ANNEX 
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Present the latest published official / unofficial statistical data or incidents lists on racist violence 
and crimes, antisemitism and Islamophobia with a statement on their relevance and validity. 

The items should appear in order of importance and not chronologically 
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	RAXEN BIMONTHLY BULLETIN – NO 4

	Text1: A returning theme with a lot of tension and important interventions (PASOK: major opposition party, Patras court issuing order for suspension of evictions, open letter to the Prime Minister by NGOs dealing with Roma issues) is the one of the Roma community, especially in Peloponissos (Western Greece). The issues are: violent evictions of Roma families without providing alternative means for housing, racist attacks, while a new emerging pattern is hostility against Albanian Roma settled in the region.
 
The Greek judicial system has been under scrutiny and criticism in relation to handling cases of immigrants receiving wide media exposure. The first case concerns the dismissal of a corrupted judge (May 2005), head of first instance judges in Crete (Candia), and the second, the case of a Greek lady, working as an interpreter of Albanian language for a decade in the Thessaloniki court, while in fact she did not know a word of the Albanian language, and who finally has been discharged without any penal consequences (a 2001 case, but on the media by June 2005).
 
 While UNHCHR-Greece statistics show a constant <1% of asylum applications approval in the last 3 years, the strict asylum policy and connected maladministration by the police headquarters, some individual refugee cases (hunger strike), important civil society interventions (letter to the President of the Republic by the deans of the Aristotle University, the parliamentary party SYN, the Athens Bar Association) the bad conditions of the border reception centres, recently visited by the Interior Minister and the precarious living conditions of refugees have received a lot of attention by the media. 
 
	Text3: Major violent incidents against Roma and immigrants - All incidents have been crosschecked for validity, and were widely exposed by the media:
 
Violence against Roma
 
1. On 23 and 24 June 2005, 11 sheds belonging to Albanian Roma legally residing in Patras were demolished while their owners were away (looking for temporary work), without providing any alternative housing solution. (Amnesty International, press release about a public letter to the Minister of the Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization of Greece, 01.07.05)
 
2. In late June, arson attacks through Molotov bombs in the late night hours have been directed against Roma settlement in Glafkos area by a group of youngsters on motorbikes (www.patrastoday.gr, 26.06.05) Localized fire and life threat conditions were reported, but no injuries. According media publications police is facing the eventuality that the incident may be a planned racist activity in the area. However, according Amnesty International and media sources, the attempted arson attacks against the community have not been investigated, although two were officially confirmed by the authorities. According to local Roma, no police officer has taken their statements about the attacks or investigated the crime scenes. (Amnesty International, press release about a public letter to the Minister of the Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization of Greece, 01.07.05). The Municipal Council of Patras has condemned the violent attacks against the Glafkos settlement (PatrasToday.gr,27.06.05)
  
 
 Violence against immigrants
 
3. During a Port Police arrest operation of 25 immigrants (from Iraq, Somalia, Palestine, Sudan) on a raft out of the seaport of Chios, a somalian immigrant has suffered severe injury. The Port Police Corps headquarters has ordered an in depth disciplinary investigation in order to determine eventual penal responsibilities. (Eleftherotipia, 24.06.05)
 
4. Three African stowaways have been beaten and thrown to the sea by the crew of an Ukranian flag ship in the area of the Kos island. One survived, one was found dead and one is missing (ERT state TV channel, 21.07.05) 
	Text2: An opinion survey performed by the criminologist Vagena-Palaiologou indicated that judges and police officers consider that immigrants are the main cause for the rise of crime rate in the last decade and that they share the views and the attitudes of the greater part of Greek society toward migrants. Police officers attributed such criminal trend to poverty and poor living conditions of immigrants, as well as `lack of respect' by the society.
Most judges think there are too many migrants currently living in Greece today. 100 % believe that foreigners could not be protected in the same way as Greeks by the Greek judiciary. 57.1% of the judges thought foreigners did not fully enjoy all legal guarantees and half of the administrative judges claimed that being a foreigner had an adverse effect on the judge's decision, while all agreed that it probably had an adverse effect.
One in two judges said that racism is due to the behavior of migrants, whereas 20.4 %  attributed racist attitudes to xenophobia.  A 40% of the police officers believe that foreign offenders were in reality also victims, while a 72.3% thought that foreigners' presence exacerbated the country's unemployment problem. 
However, the younger police respondents had a more hostile attitude toward immigrants. Moreover, the police occupying higher positions thought that migrants in Greece were not many, were not responsible for the rise in crime and did not contribute to unemployment problems, in comparison to their lower-grade colleagues. They also expressed more sympathy toward foreigners and less antipathy and fear. (Kathimerini, 28.07.05)
An IMEPO (Migration Policy Institute) survey identified dominant patterns about immigrant students in secondary education. The survey shows an increased percentage of Albanian students (80% of the total in Athens, while 60% on the general immigrant population), and a high dropout rate of immigrant children after obligatory education not to attribute to poor performance. 
	Text4: No development in the perspective of the anti-discrimination directives implementation. The Ombudsman is holding an internal workshop on interpretation of the law and elaborating a manual for anti-discrimination practitioners and investigators.
 
However, it has been an intense period for what concerns the new migration law: 
The Greek Ombudsman, the OKE (Economic & Social Committee), NCHR and a number of NGOs (Greek Forum of Migrants, Hellenic League for Human Rights-KEMO, Network for the Support of Immigrants et al.), as well as major political parties  (PASOK, SYN) issued  critical comments on the new migration law tabled in the parliament in early July and expected to pass in early August. Their observations identify a considerable number of serious problems and necessary amendments to the original draft, especially regarding the transposition of Long Term Residence, the system of migration management, the absence of an integration policy and the issues regarding minors and 2nd generation of immigrants, as well as the new regularization program which has been announced.
 
The Minister for Public Order with the occasion of the Council of Ministers Brussels meeting, concerning extra anti-terrorist measures declared that "there is no need for additional measures in Greece, which is a safe country". This is a declaration, which tells a lot about the practical absence of islamophobia in Greece.
 
 


