
 

 
 

RAXEN BIMONTHLY BULLETIN – NO 3 
 

The information provided must include reference to the actual source  
– not media reports, unless referring to a media debate or theme 

 
1. THE “POLITICAL HEADLINES” 

 
Significant issues regarding racism/xenophobia and anti-discrimination (including issues 
regarding the Jewish, Muslim and Roma communities) in public debate - cases of racism that 
received wide publicity and exemplary court cases. Please do not include more than 3 items. 

(max. 1200 characters) 

 

 

The items should appear in order of importance and not chronologically 
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2. UPDATE ON LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS 
 
Significant developments regarding anti-discrimination and anti-racist legislation, e.g. the 
transposition process of Directives 43 and 78. Please do not include more than 3 items. 

(max. 1200 characters) 

 

The items should appear in order of importance and not chronologically 
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3. RESEARCH 
 
Significant major national reports on racism/xenophobia (including issues regarding the Jewish, 
Muslim and Roma communities) 

(max. 1200 characters) 
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The items should appear in order of importance and not chronologically 
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The items should appear in order of importance and not chronologically 
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4. ANNEX 
 
Present the latest published official / unofficial statistical data or incidents lists on racist violence 
and crimes, antisemitism and Islamophobia 
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with a statement on their relevance and validity. 
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	RAXEN BIMONTHLY BULLETIN – NO 3

	HEADLINES: 1The Tirnavos’ mayor in Thessaly has issued an announcement in Albanian, threatening the Albanian workers in agriculture asking for a raise that if they insisted on their claim he would proceed to expulsions (sic) and the farmers instead would hire Polish workers to do the job.
After anti-racist reactions at a local (Greek workers and agriculture unions) and national level (publications, media exposure) the threat has been withdrawn and finally an agreement was reached for a 2 € raise (28€). 

2. The return football match between the national teams of Albania and Greece for the world cup qualifications was followed by violent incidents and racism, although at lesser extent than after the first match in 2004. Albanian flags were burned and strapped, while post-match celebrations included also isolated violence episodes against immigrant centers in Crete and Chios. Some have accused the football federation for ‘preventive racism’, since tickets for the match were sold only to Greek identity holders.

3. Among reactions to the invasion of cheap Chinese products in Greece, there were media publications promoting negative views and stereotypes of Chinese immigrants (‘Chinese mafia’).  

	LEGAL: - No significant development for the effective implementation of the Anti-discrimination directives, already transposed in national law. 
The bodies assigned with the equal treatment protection mandate are not yet in place or operational (except the Greek Ombudsman, already fulfilling such task).
- A circular (n.48946/G2/05.05) issued by the Ministry of Education prohibits foreign students in high-school without proper papers for legal residence in the country, to get certificates for passing the school-year, even if they participate in the exams. Another circular issued in April prohibited foreign students without legal residence papers, to participate in post-graduate studies admission exams. 
In a country where the majority of immigrants are irregular due to the admitted failure of the migration law-framework this zero-tolerance policy constitutes a major impediment in the integration of 2nd generation in Greek society.

- A ministerial decision (Fin. & Econ. Ministry) has arbitrarily interpreted the fiscal law, excluding third country nationals residing for 1 year in Greece (permanent residence) from those having the right of tax exemption in case of main residence acquisition.
	RESEARCH: An IMEPO (Migration Policy Institute) study performed by the EKKE (National Social Research Center) has shown that immigrant workers receive lower wages (cfr. Headlines above) and pay higher social security contributions (due to minimum working days’ contributions they have to pay in order to claim legal residence).

The MPG comparative study for immigrants’ civic citizenship gained visibility especially through the European Migration Dialogue national partners (HLHR-KEMO).
	ANNEX: Violence against immigrants.

1. An immigrant woman victim of heavy in-family violence, after receiving urgent medical treatment is arrested and detained awaiting expulsion, while her Greek husband is set free and under trial (Eleftherotypia, IOSPRESS, 02.05.05)

2. Death after police violence against an immigrant from Nigeria married to a Greek. Once arrested and detained was refused to be transported to the hospital when he claimed sickness and died inside the police dept. The funeral has been performed  (Not crosschecked news - Group of Immigrants and Refugees of Thessaloniki, 11.04.05)

3. Police violence against a black football player (Musumbu) (Eleftherotypia, IOSPRESS, 02.05.05)

4. Verbal attacks against a black football player (Abonsah) by his own team fans in Egaleo, Athens (in.gr, 04.04.05)

5. Killing of an immigrant in the center of Athens, unknown motives (Eleftherotypia, 28.04.2005)

6. Violence. During post-football match (GR vs ALB) celebrations unidentified persons have caused damages to the older and most active immigrants’ center in Greece (Rethimno-Crete), while injuries have occurred in the island of Chios after provocations of Greeks and violent incident between Greeks and Albanians. In court two Greeks have received 5 to 10 month and an Albanian 1 month sentences. (Alithia-Chios, 07.04.05, Indymedia, 14.04.05)


Violence against immigrant minors inside school.

7. A 15 years old Albanian girl is beaten by the father of her classmate inside the school room and under the eyes of students and teachers, who then walks away. The teacher and the parents’ unions under shock ask that he is punished in an exemplary way. (Eleftherotypia, 04.04.2005)

8. A 13 years old Albanian boy admits that he is the author of the graffiti on the school walls and the director calls the police who arrest the boy under the eyes of his schoolmates. (Indymedia, 14.04.05)




