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1. About the EDC Project 

The relationship between Europe, as an organized political space composed of overlapping institutions of governance, and ‘the civic’ forms part of an ongoing public discourse, which involves multiple actors at national and international level. In this context, the Council of Europe is taking the lead to impact on the democratic quality of social and political governance, by touching upon a fundamental value of Europe’s civic culture: democratic citizenship through education. Since 1997 the Council has actively promoted a large-scale civic programme on ‘Education for Democratic Citizenship’ (EDC), which includes ‘The 2005 European Year of Citizenship through Education’ (EYCE). Both projects aim at bringing young people, especially students in primary and secondary education throughout Europe, closer to the institutions and processes of civic participation, by stimulating their interest in public affairs. Among the various themes included in these initiatives, central to their implementation are the notions of civic freedom, solidarity, intercultural learning, toleration and forms of participatory citizenship. From the outset, the EDC project became a central priority for the Council due to its relevance to the organization’s core mission to strengthen pluralist democracy, human rights and the rule of law. These foundational properties in any contemporary conception of the good polity are not only linked with Europe’s long-standing constitutional traditions, but also with its strive to becoming a collective political entity comprised of free and equal citizens.

According to the Council, the EDC project, and with it the EYCE, has three core aims: first, to strengthen democratic societies by fostering and perpetuating a vibrant democratic culture; second, to create a sense of belonging and commitment to democratic society; and third, to raise awareness of shared fundamental values in order to build a freer, more tolerant European society. Linked with the above aims is the multidimensional and inclusive nature of the project, together with the emphasis placed by the Council on promoting a lifelong perspective on strengthening civic competence and developing educational skills. The project thus rests, in large measure, on the dynamics of capacity-building, on networking arrangements as well as on the symmetrical sharing of information, practices and activities across all age groups and social classes, with particular emphasis on the educational community, policy-makers, decision-takers, NGOs, relevant regional and international institutions, voluntary and professional bodies and youth organisations. The overall aim of the EDC project is to draw attention to the role education plays, at both formal and informal level, in a lifelong perspective in strengthening democratic citizenship and active civic participation. At the same time, and in the context of the EYCE, the EDC project provides the member countries with a general framework as well as specific educational tools to develop and promote further education in the field of democratic citizenship and human rights education. In that regard, active participation in these projects offers an opportunity to the participating countries to take over ownership of a collective endeavour, by bolstering their strength through the educational process.

2. On Civic Europe

In sketching a normative perspective on what it means to be a citizen in and of Europe, a first point that needs to be made is that the once nationally-determined fix between norms of citizenship and the territorial state is being increasingly eroded from below as well as from above. A new challenge has thus emerged, as citizenship establishes a kind of civic solidarity in the sense of a Habermasian public sphere that encourages the process of democratic will-formation. But perhaps the most celebrated property of democratic citizenship, both as a social construct and as substantive public engagement in the affairs of the polity, is the actual range and depth of participatory opportunities it offers the members of the political community - i.e., the demos - to fulfil their democratic potential in the determination of those public issues that affect them most closely and importantly. It is within this all-embracing and encompassing civic space that a feature central to the democratic process becomes crucial, that of strengthening civic competence: the institutional capacity of citizens as social equals to enter the realm of political influence with a view to sustaining a vital public sphere and to creating a sense of civic attachment based on a shared sense of the public good.

This refers to the development of a viable civic network that gives individual as well as organised citizens an equal opportunity to participate in an encompassing process of democratic public deliberation. In that regard, the pairing of ‘civic’ and ‘competence’ does not embody a category mistake, but rather acts in the interests of engaging the demos in the governance of the polity to which they belong. From a civic education standpoint, the development of civic competence at the grassroots aims at institutionalizing a firm commitment to a democratic and participatory form of governance, by embracing a central task of democratic life: active civic involvement in public affairs through education. Overall, the democratic potential of citizenship is threefold: first, it sets up a system of rights and civic entitlements, giving access and voice to the members of the demos; second, it induces integrative sentiments by motivating greater participation in the affairs of the polity; and third, it strengthens the bonds of belonging to an active polity by facilitating positive awareness-formation. 

This normative view of civic governance and its assorted norms of civicness and politicality imply that the distribution of civic competence, whether national or transnational in kind, passes through the capacity of free and equal citizens to determine the functions of the political community to which they belong. For ultimately, what is vital both to the moral ontology of democratic citizenship through education and to the value spheres of civicness itself, is the emergence, consolidation and further endurance of a new, open, participatory and, above all, democratically constituted ‘civic contract’ between teachers, learners and all those civic and social institutions of that maintain an active interest in promoting citizenship education in Europe and, by extension, the norms of active citizen participation in public life.

One could even argue that, from a developmental perspective, these civic practices may bring about a genuine civis europeus characterised by multiple affiliations and identity-holding and by shared notions of belonging to a post-statist form of social and political organisation - i.e., a political community defined along the lines of an extended public sphere - which becomes an expression of a polity-building exercise. Accordingly, the prospects for strengthening European civic competence rest as much on national (and, in federal political systems based on extensive power-sharing, subnational) requirements and procedural guarantees, as they do on public responses themselves. From this angle, the development of democratic citizenship in Europe, together with the making of a multilevel civic order - composed of national and transnational forms of fellowship, and a multitude of non-territorial associative relations among diverse socio-political forces - aims at harnessing the democratic ethos of a nascent European civic body: a transnational demos, capable of directing its democratic claims to, and via, the central institutions. Thus the relationship between the extension and deepening of democratic citizenship and the social legitimation of Europe as a polycentric and multilevel form of polity becomes synergetic, espousing a new participatory ethos and a profound reconceptualization of citizen-polity relations.


At the macro-level, the triptych symbiosis - synergy - osmosis corresponds to the three stages in the making of a politically self-conscious European demos: the first describes the current state of the relationship between Europe as a compound polity and the segments as distinct but constitutive members of a larger entity; the second points to the development of horizontal links among the component demoi and a corresponding strengthening of existing ties among their respective elites; and the third represents a culmination of the previous two in a democratic public sphere, emphasizing the importance of civic competence for the future of Europe as a transnational democracy in the making. In that sense also, civic competence is a call to democratic institutional reforms not only in the field of civic education but also in advancing the quality of social and political governance. The significance of tying the self-image of political elites to the dialectic between fostering democratic citizenship and transnational demos-formation is that no common civic identity may come into being unless all major actors see themselves as part of a multilevel political space that has to evolve from reciprocal interactions at the lower level ‘upwards’, that is to say, for the everyday networks of civic engagement. Important here is for the civic values and democratic claims of European citizens to be identified, debated, challenged and ultimately accommodated through the institutions and processes of civic inclusion. 

If, then, by democracy is meant the highest form of civic association that human agency has ever designed for embracing the participation of the demos in the shaping of its political environment, it follows that the above conception of Europe as a new civic ordering among highly interdependent states and societies does not refer, merely or necessarily, to a normative-theoretical transformation derived from a ‘pure’ political-sociological approach to legitimate forms of collective governance, thus being deprived of any empirical implications. Rather, this conception of Europe as a politically organised public space points to a dynamic civic activity carried through processes of free public deliberation and democratic will-formation so as to generate a belief in the members of the larger demos of being the decisive actors in the transnational process, by assuming shared responsibilities for shaping and steering Europe. In brief, what is central to the making of an inclusive framework for the development of a common European civicness among the participating demoi and for the making of an open and participatory European public process, is a full-working transnational civic order that will allow Europe to acquire its distinctive model of democratic citizenship. But let us now offer a typology of civic governance that would help summarize the main points made so far on the qualitative transformation of the separate European publics into a civic-minded European demos. 
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The development of a shared civic identity in Europe has not yet met the institutionalisation of civic competence at the larger level. As the typology illustrates, this mix of variables is necessary for the emergence of a European civic space composed of an interactive demos. But Europe has not yet met the conditions for the institutionalisation of a public sphere, within which citizens deliberate through public argument and reasoning over possible ways of improving the democratic quality of their collective governance. After all, this is what the process of civic governance based on the discursive qualities of free public deliberation is all about. The envisaged democratic order refers to discourse-centred processes of civic engagement in public life. Whether or not formally instituted, it will serve the goal of a polycentric public sphere, for citizens could direct their democratic claims to those centres of authority that are able to commit the polity as a whole. Absent a principled public discourse to steer Europe’s civic orientation, it is be naïve to expect its structural transformation into a purposeful res publica: a pluralist polity within which citizens operate at different levels and sites of power. Such a commitment performs a crucial formative function, by shaping the behaviour of citizens, encouraging public participation and creating an inclusive polity within which the notion of citizenship amounts to more than the aggregate of its parts, a normative quality to guarantee certain values.

3. Civic Education

Civic education in Europe aims at the development of a large-scale, inclusive and deliberative civic space that captures the democratic imagination of a tolerant and fair European polity. In that regard, citizenship education is part of a diachronical quest for ‘the good polity’, which in the case of a multicultural and ever-dynamic Europe refers to the means and institutions of bringing about an encompassing ‘civic partnership’ among distinct historically constituted, culturally defined and politically organised demoi. Civic conceptions of Europe are thus part of a demanding intellectual current: the search for a democratic way of constituting and organising an emerging transnational public space that is capable of capturing the dialectic among the component national public spheres, through the institutionalisation of EDC policies. This philosophy accords with a civic understanding of a composite European polity founded upon the fundamental values of freedom, as well as on input-oriented forms of legitimacy and civic participation that bring into focus new concerns with the democratic conditions of governance within an extended political space.

Since the mid-1990s, when the EDC project was coming into being, the dynamics of regional co-operation in Europe have activated important questions about the structural importance of a transnational public sphere that aspires to the constitutive norms and functions of large-scale democracy. This normative turn in the evolution of Europe’s political unity has opened the way for novel conceptualisations of Europe from a post-national angle and innovative means of making sense about the social constitution of its ontology. This conception of Europe as an ordered and democratically constituted arrangement for diverse communities and arenas for action - i.e., a heterarchical public space - combines unity and diversity, transcends pre-existing territorial boundaries (together with traditional forms of allegiance and types of affiliation), and projects a plurinational configuration of institutionalised rule.

Developing common understandings of Europe and its civic culture through citizenship education, helps citizens to capture the complexity and pluralism of the European condition, whilst discursive and input-oriented practices of civic inclusion encourage dialogue among the various components of Europe’s emerging body politic. Civic education is therefore a means of bringing the constituent groups of European civic society into equilibrium with one another, moving them to pursue the common good through various levels of governance. This pluralist depiction of civic Europe brings about a new sense of being and belonging to an open and participative environment composed of free and equal citizens - i.e., a European public sphere, within which people act in the context of highly interrelated civic spaces. 

       Civic education embodies a strong commitment to civic deliberation for the promotion of the public interest (as opposed to factional demands) and to the setting up of democratic institutions of governance founded on the notion (and praxis) of active citizenship. Such a democratic ordering, in the form of an active polity, is committed to offering citizens ‘undominanted’ (or quality) choice. In that regard, civic participation should not be taken as a democratic end-in-itself, but rather as a means of ensuring a dispensation of non-domination by others (or non-arbitrary rule). Another variation on the theme of vita activa takes democratic participation as a process of constructing a kind of public discourse that chimes well with the promotion of civic solidarity and opposition to arbitrariness. Put differently, it strikes a balance between negative and positive forms of freedom, by ensuring a deliberative mode of large-scale public engagement in the affairs of the polity. For ultimately, civic education is constitutive of freedom, in that it motivates citizens to take an active part in public life. From this civic conception of Europe one could also imagine the formation of a res publica composita, within which a multitude of commitments to core democratic values can bring about a sense of common European civicness.

4. A View from Greece
A recent contribution made by the Hellenic Ministry of National Education and Religious Affairs to a comparative study published by the European Commission in May 2005, in the context of the Eurydice programme under the title Citizenship Education in Schools in Europe, refers to Article 16 of the Greek Constitution in relation to citizens’ rights and obligations, which are defined as follows: ‘Educating Greeks to become free and responsible citizens is one of the basic aims of education, which constitutes the main goal of the State’. The study continues: ‘Greek policy aims to modernise the Greek curriculum. In particular, an educational reform aiming to make education universally available, raise all-round educational attainment and modernise education has been successfully implemented. This reform is contained in Law 1566/85, which has three components, namely “didactic” (practice-oriented), “pedagogic” and one concerned with participation’. Although no specific definition of ‘respeonsible citizenship’ exists as such in the Constitution, the term derives from the Constitution’s reference (Part II) to ‘individual and social rights’ (Articles 4-25), ‘civic rights’ (Articles 51 and 52), as well as to ‘civic obligations’ (Article 120).
As for the main orientations of Greek educational policy, the paper states, with reference to Law 1566/85: ‘Article 1: The general aim of primary and secondary education is to contribute to full harmonious and balanced development of the emotional, psychological and physical capacities of pupils, in order for them to be given the opportunity to fully shape their personalities and be creative in their life irrespective of their origin or sex. One of the special objectives of primary and secondary education is “to help pupils become free, responsible and democratic citizens, as well as citizens capable of fighting for national independence and democracy”. Other special objectives are the cultivation of creative and critical thinking and the development of a spirit of friendliness and cooperation with people from all over the world. Freedom of religion is acknowledged as an inviolable right of citizens. Article 28 defines “further education and postgraduate studies” of teachers in such a way that they can be informed and functional within the spirit of contemporary society. Article 37 refers to the establishment of “school professional guidance”, which aims to counsel and train pupils so that they can comprehend their skills and their responsibility for developing them and choosing a career, which will ensure their active participation in the labour market’ (emphasis on the original).
On the Greek approach to citizenship education as reflected in the curriculum, the paper states: ‘In primary education, citizenship education is both a cross-curricular educational topic and a separate compulsory subject in its own right. The separate subject of social and civic education is taught for one period a week in the fifth and sixth years of primary education. In lower and upper secondary education, citizenship education is offered as a separate subject in its own right and also integrated into several subjects (see below) … In the third year of lower secondary education, the separate subject social and civic education is taught in two periods a week. In the second year of upper secondary education, the separate subject of introduction to the law and civic institutions is taught in two periods a week’ (emphasis in the original).
With reference to the aims and objectives of developing citizenship education in Greece, the paper in question states thus: ‘In recent years, compulsory education curricula have been radically redesigned within a cross- curricular approach. This redesign is centred on an experiential approach to knowledge which, among other things, is also based on “education of the citizen” and aims to develop the social skills of students, namely the ability to acknowledge and accept differences, resolve conflicts without violence, assume responsibility, establish positive/creative (rather than oppressive) relations, and take part in decision-making and collective action. An attempt is made to adopt teaching models that focus on research, cooperation and action. The unified cross-curricular framework of primary education has the following aims for citizenship education: intellectual development through an understanding of the different values of human society; moral development through helping pupils to critically evaluate issues of equality, justice, and individual and other rights and obligations in different societies; and cultural development through helping pupils to acquire a national and cultural identity and understand the nature and role of different groups to which they belong, and the multiple identities they possess’.

With reference to daily life at school, an issue linked with school culture and participation in community life, the paper states: ‘Since the approach to knowledge (which includes the education of a citizen) has been redesigned as an experiential one by Law No. 1566/85 on education, current teaching models focusing on research, cooperation and action are supported by a simultaneous change of ethos at schools. The objectives of citizenship education are served by attempts to make schools a space for collective action and are supported by existing institutions, such as pupil communities and partnerships. Every teacher plays a major role in creating the teaching framework of the class, which may be characterised as “teacher centred”. The choice of teaching methods that, through the development of dialogue, debate, identification of problems and the expression of different opinions, would lead students to take and consciously carry out decisions, depends to some extent on the personality, studies and training of teachers as much as on the context in which they work. Extra-curricular educational activities may raise the social awareness of students, although initiatives of this kind are marginal in the Greek educational system’. The paper states examples of interdisciplinary and extra-curricular activities that raise students’ awareness on European citizenship: ‘Students meet and exchange information with students from neighbouring schools that have taken part in European Programmes, such as Socrates-Comenius, etc. They meet and interview Greek Members of the European Parliament. They participate in student exchange programmes. They read fairy and folk tales, comics and the poetry of other European countries. They do research into games played by children from other European countries and relate them to the culture and tradition of each. They then present them to the rest of the school in the form of charts, pictures, anthologies, and posters, etc’. 
An All-European Study on Education for Democratic Citizenship Policies published by the Council of Europe in November 2004 offers some information regarding the approach developed by Greece. Civic education modules are linked with cross-curricular activities and subject-specific themes at primary and upper secondary educational levels, with emphasis on democratic citizenship, introduction to law and civic institutions, ancient Greek literature, history of the social sciences, European civilisation and its roots, and sociology. To give an example, the module ‘European Civilisation and its Roots’, taught at the first grade of secondary education (upper level), examines the history and evolution of Europe and its distinct social and political formations. In particular, it looks at the development of European society, the nature of power and politics in Europe, the Enlightenment, the French Revolution, the notion of a ‘Citizens’ Europe’ (with reference to parliamentarism and the rule of law), currents in European cultural development and the formation of the European Union.


At the second grade of secondary education (upper level), there exist a module under the title ‘Introduction to Law and Civic Institutions’, which brings together the disciplines of law and political science, focusing on the nature of politics and the role of political science, the theory and practice of active citizenship, elements of democratic government, the legal and political system of the European Union, social norms and the law, the Greek political and judicial system, and issues in international organization. Particularly with regard to the international dimension, it is important for students to develop a better and more profound understanding on the way in which international society is being structured as well as on the workings and role of major international institutions, including the process and dynamics of European integration. 


Civic education in Greece is also linked with the rich tradition of its ancient history and philosophical movements. A relevant module at the secondary upper level on ‘Social and Political Organisation in Ancient Greece’ examines the nature and development of the city-state, the classical and Hellenistic periods, social institutions and everyday life in ancient Greek, the road to democracy and the functions of a democratic polity, as well as other forms of political organisation like the formation of unions of city-states (sympolity) as the precursors of confederal arrangements. At the third grade of lower level secondary education, students engage themselves in the study of forms of citizenship, the organisation of social institutions and social groups, the understanding of culture, the process of socialisation and social accountability, the democratic process and the Constitution, the notion of civil society, the nature of international society, issues in international relations and the European Union. Linked with the above are the themes and concepts examined at the secondary upper level under the heading ‘History of the Social Sciences’, with emphasis on the relationship between science and the social sciences, the evolution of the latter, leading thinkers in social and political thought, the study of social methods and social behaviour, and the contribution of the social sciences in contemporary Greece and the European Union.

Through these modules, among others that are currently being taught at the fifth and sixth grade of the primary educational level, it is expected that students cultivate a series of specific educational and social skills that would allow them to develop an active interest in the governance of the polity, thus encouraging them towards active citizenship, but also with the view to acquainting themselves with international processes and institutions of governance that are founded upon the norms and principles of power-sharing. Civic education in Greece thus aims at establishing linkages between national, regional and international frameworks of co-operation, through which students are given the opportunity to develop their knowledge, discursive qualities and analytical skills on a range of issues that fall within the domain of civics and, by extension, in the field of education for democratic citizenship and human rights educations. These educational arrangements at formal school settings also reflect the introduction of elements of flexibility in curricular organisation such as the institutionalisation of flexible learning zones and innovative school practices, designed to meet specific learning choices, whilst combining a greater and more systematic use and application of information and communication technologies at school level. Learning through civic education activities is a crucial component of enabling students to become informed and responsible citizens, giving them the opportunity to develop their social skills, knowledge and self-confidence, all of which are required for the emergence of a fair, tolerant and democratic society.
In recent years, Southern European educational systems have experienced a trend towards decentralisation, both structural and functional, and greater school autonomy. These parallel processes have led towards greater participation of students, parents and local communities in school life, something that in most Southern European countries constituted a welcome departure from previous school practices. In that context, participative processes are now considered an important aspect of tackling effectively organisational and other difficulties related to issues of resources, funding and effective school management. Likewise, throughout Southern Europe, educational policy is being increasingly linked with the emergence of support structures for lifelong learning, which already constitutes a policy priority in most European countries. In that regard, one of the challenges confronting the countries of Southern Europe is to adjust their policies and institutions, especially those related to the EDC project, into the development of core civic skills and competences, allowing individual students to take an active part in both national and international life. Such aims are fully in line with the tradition of the Greek educational system, which has been characterised as open and democratic, contributing largely to social mobility.

5. The Launching Conference in Athens

The EYCE in Greece forms part of a wider civic education strategy with the aim to promote and to raise awareness about the principles of the EDC project. The opening ceremony of the Year was officially launched on 2 April 2005 in Athens. The opening remarks were made by the President of the Hellenic Parliament Mrs Anna Benaki-Psarouda and the Hellenic Minister of National Education and Religious Affairs Mrs Marietta Giannakou. Other speakers included representatives from the Council of Europe’s Department of School and Out-of-School Education, the Greek Pedagogical Institute, the Greek Centre for Educational Research, the EDC National Co-ordinator of the Republic of Cyprus, the Special Secretary for European Union Affairs and Community Support Framework of the Hellenic Ministry of National Education and Religious Affairs, the Deputy Ombudsman Head of the Children’s Rights Department and representatives from school units in secondary education. The Conference was characterized by a fruitful discussion on the prospects for the EDC project to develop its principles in the rapidly changing environment of civic education in Europe, with reference to the notion of civic competence, social solidarity, intercultural toleration, etc. It also offered the opportunity to link the EDC project with initiatives taken by other international organizations and civil society agents. The principal focus of the Year in Greece is to foster and support the active and continuous participation of schools and other educational institutes in issues linked with the development of democratic citizenship as the basis of an open, deliberative and participatory society. 
6. EDC and Year-related Activities in Greece

A series of events have taken place or have been scheduled to take place with the aim of developing the EDC and EYCE projects in Greece, with the active participation of Mrs Roy Chourdaki and Mrs Vasiliki Makri from the International Organizations Section of the Hellenic Ministry of National Education and Religious Affairs and the National Co-ordinator. The aim of these activities is to raise greater awareness on the EDC and EYCE projects, to link them with existing and emergent civic initiatives from the educational community, especially in the field of secondary education, to establish new creative synergies between local, national and European educational authorities and institutions and to disseminate information on democratic citizenship and human rights education to as wide an audience as possible. A Closing Conference on the EYCE under the auspices of the Hellenic Ministry of National Education and Religious Affairs was held in Athens on 10 December 2005 with the participation of the Hellenic Minister of National Education and Religious Affairs and school representatives. A complete guide of events that have taken place in Greece include:
‘Fostering European Civicness: A View from Greece’, Launching Conference of the 2005 European Year of Citizenship through Education, Education for Democratic Citizenship, Council of Europe, Sofia, 12-14 December 2004.

‘Learning and Living Democracy’, Educational Seminar addressed to Teachers responsible for Olympic Education, Directorate of Primary and Secondary Education of Athens, Section B, Office for Physical Education, Amarousion, 17 February 2005.

‘Active Citizens through Education’, Educational Seminar addressed to Teachers responsible for Olympic Education, Directorate of Secondary Education of Eastern Attica, Markopoulo, 10 March 2005.

‘Education for Democratic Citizenship’, Educational Seminar addressed to Teachers responsible for Olympic Education, Directorate of Secondary Education, Athens, Section A, 16 March 2005.

‘The Constitutional Treaty and the Future of Europe’, 3rd Lyceum of Kifisia, Athens, 17 March 2005.  
‘Reflections on the Political Constitution of Europe’, Bahcesehir University, Faculty of Management, Istanbul, 25 Μarch 2005.

‘European Year of Citizenship through Education’, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, University of Athens, Athens, 28 March 2005.

‘European Year of Citizenship through Education’, Department of International and European Studies, Panteion University, Athens, 28 March 2005.

‘Civic Education and the European Union’, Educational Seminar addressed to Teachers in Secondary Education, first phase, organized by the Hellenic Ministry of National Education and Religious Affairs under the co-ordination of Mr. Polydefkis Papadopoulos, Athens, 1-2 April and 15-16 April 2005.

‘The Constitution of Europe’, Directorate of Secondary Education of Western Thessaloniki, Neapoli, Thessaloniki, 7 April 2005. 

‘Education for Democratic Citizenship’, Educational Seminar, Regional Directorate of Education in Epirus, Ioannina, 14 April 2005.

‘Education for Democratic Citizenship’, Educational Seminar, Regional Directorate for Education of Thessaly, Larissa, 19 April, 2005.

‘Symposium on “1912-13”: Impact of historical events upon the changing lives of ordinary citizens’, Project on the European Dimension in History Teaching, Athens, 5-8 May 2005.

‘Is Participatory Constitutionalism Possible? Exploring the Promises of Active Citizenship in Europe’, Christian Union of Rethymnon, Rethymnon, 18 May 2005.

‘Learning Democracy: Democratic Experience in Schools’, Experimental Gymnasium of the University of Crete, Rethymnon, 19 May 2005.

‘Education for Democratic Citizenship’, Educational Seminar addressed to Teachers responsible for Olympic Education, Office for Physical Education of Athens, 3rd Lyceum of Athens, Palaio Faliro, 19 May 2005.

‘Civic Education and the of Active Citizenship’, Educational Seminar addressed to Teachers responsible for Olympic Education, Office for Physical Education of Piraeus, Piraeus, 19 May 2005.

‘Equal Opportunities and the Right to Active Citizenship’, Conference on ‘Prospects for Special Needs Education in Primary and Secondary Education’, Regional Directorate of Primary and Secondary Education of Central Macedonia, Directorates of Primary and Secondary Education of Western and Eastern Thessaloniki, Thessaloniki, 20 May 2005.
‘Citizenship Education in Europe: A Public Sphere Argument’, Athens University of Economics and Business, Department of International and European Economic Relations, Athens, 26 May 2005.

‘L’éducation civique: enseigner aux enseignants. Questions de stratégie méthodologique et de politique educative’, in ‘Participatory Learning in Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education - How is it Reflected in Teacher Training?’, Teacher Training Conference, Council of Europe, Strasbourg, 16 June 2005 (paper given by Professor Dimitris Kotroyannos, University of Crete).
‘Understanding the European Constitution’, Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Hellenic Foundation for European Studies, and Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy, 22 June 2005, Heraklion, Crete.
‘Prospects for Civic Education in Greece’, National School of Public Administration, 7 September 2005.
‘Citizenship Education in the Greek School System: The Challenge Ahead’, 4th Technical and Scientific Educational Unit of Kavala, 18 November 2005.
‘Civic Education in Greece’, International Symposium on ‘Citizenship Education and Values: Experiences and Contributions for Europe’, The Spanish Commission of UNESCO, the Spanish Ministry of Education and Sciences and the University of Madrid, Madrid 23-25 November 2005.

‘Reflecting on Civic Education at School: Practical Orientations’, 3rd Gymnasium of Kifisia, 28 November 2005.

‘The Greek Report on Education for Democratic Citizenship’, Standing Committee on Educational Affairs, the Hellenic Parliament, 10 December 2005.

‘New Challenges to Citizenship Education: Lessons from the European Experience’, European Youth Week, General Secretariat for Youth, Athens, 9 December 2005.
‘Learning from the European Year of Citizenship through Education’, Closing Conference on the European Year of Citizenship through Education, Hellenic Ministry of National Education and Religious Affairs, Athens, 10 December 2005.

‘European Perspectives on Education for Democratic Citizenship’, Conference on ‘Active Citizens and Education’, Department of Educational Sciences, University of Patras, 12 December 2005.

‘The Many Different Meanings of Citizenship: Democratic Perspectives’, 7th Unitary Lyceum of Larissa, 16 December 2005.
7. Links with Other Initiatives


The aims and objectives of the EDC project in Greece have been linked with other activities in the field of civic education, involving the dissemination of information to schools that are responsible for special needs education as well as an invitation to participate at the beginning of the project. It also involves collaborative relations with civil society organizations like the Soma Hellinon Proskopon (Scouts of Greece) in relation to its programme ‘We are All Unique’. EDC activities have also been linked with a project advanced by the European Union under the heading Spring Europe on the meaning of the Constitutional Treaty and the voluntary participation of schools throughout the country to debate Europe’s constitutional vocation. Other initiatives promoting the notion of social inclusion and solidarity linked with the EDC project include the programme of the Scouts of Greece ‘Friends Living Next Door’, promoting intercultural toleration for composite polities. The project has been also linked with the Council’s programme ‘Teaching History’, presented at a Symposium on the Balkan Wars in Athens on 5-8 May 2005, and with a series of teachers’ training seminars on ‘Civic Education and the European Union’, organized by the Hellenic Ministry of National Education and Religious Affairs in April 2005. A second phase of this training activity will take place from October 2005 throughout the country. There have also been synergies with the Eurydice’s programme of the European Union on the state of play in citizenship education in Europe through a comparative educational perspective. The Ministry of has also contributed to a study published by the Commission in May 2005 under the title Citizenship Education in Schools in Europe. Another synergy was established with the Deputy Ombudsman Head of the Children’s Rights Department about the dissemination at school level in primary and secondary education, of printed material raising awareness on Children’s Rights. The Greek delegation at the Launching Conference of the EYCE in Sofia in December 2004 proposed, with the active support of Cyprus and Italy, the institutionalization of a Citizenship Day in Europe, both as a symbolic as well as a substantive gesture to raise awareness on active citizenship issues. In preparing the Launching Conference, the Ministry has produced in Greek printed material about the EDC. This was made possible with the generous support of the Hellenic Parliament.

8. Dissemination

Earlier drafts of the Report have been sent to various Departments of the Hellenic Ministry of National Education and Religious Affairs, to schools that participate in the EDC and EYCE projects (to date, 47 school units), the Network of EDC Co-ordinators, the Hellenic Ministry of Culture, the Greek Politics Specialist Group of the British Political Studies Association, the Hellenic Political Science Association, the Scouts of Greece, the Hellenic University Association for European Studies, the Pedagogical Institute, the Centre for Educational Research, the Hellenic Observatory of the London School of Economics and Political Science, the European Centre of Communication, Information and Culture, the Centre for Human Rights of the University of Crete, the Centre for Political Research and Documentation of the University of Crete, the Institute of European Integration and Policy of the University of Athens, the Institute of Greek Politics of the University of Athens, the Institute of International Relations of Panteion University, the National Documentation Centre, the Research Centre for Gender Equality, the Secretariat General for Equality, the National Hellenic Research Foundation, the National Centre for Social Research, the Centre for Political Research and Communication, the General Secretariat of Adult Education, the National Book Centre, the Academy of Athens, the Hellenic Institute of Education and New Technologies, the President of the National Council for Education, the National Centre of Public Administration and Local Government, the National School of Public Administration, the Hellenic Centre for European Studies, the Hellenic Institute for European and Foreign Policy, the European Ombudsman, the European Parliament (representation in Greece), the European Commission (representation in Greece), the European Commissioner for Education, Training, Culture and Multilingualism, the Maragopoulou Foundation for Human Rights, the Citizenship Foundation, the European Commission for Democracy through Law, The Foundation for Education for Democracy (Poland), the Center for Civic Education (USA), the CIVNET (website of Civitas International), the Center for Civic Education of the European Humanities University (Belarus), the DARE Network: Democracy and Human Rights Education in Europe, The European Agency for Development in Special Needs Education, WINPEACE: Women’s Initiative for Peace Between Turkey and Greece, Politeia: the Network for Citizenship and Democracy in Europe, the European Network of Women (representation in Greece), Alkistis: Network Against the Social Exclusion of Women, the Greek Commission for UNESCO, the UNESCO Institute for Education, the International Bureau of Education (UNESCO), the International Institute for Educational Planning (UNESCO), the Foundation for Hellenic Culture, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Greek Ombudsman, the Deputy Ombudsman Head of Children’s Rights Department, the Hellenic Council for Refugees, the Hellenic National Commission for Human Rights, the Hellenic Agency for International Development of the Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the President of the Hellenic Parliament, the Standing Committee on Educational Affairs of the Hellenic Parliament, the Hellenic Parliament Foundation for Parliamentarism and Democracy, the Parliament for Youth, the Parliament for Children, the General Secretariat for Youth, the Greek School Network and the Standing Committee on Educational Affairs of the Hellenic Parliament.
9. Website Activities

A Greek translation of Glossary of Terms on Education for Democratic Citizenship can be found at the site of the Hellenic Ministry of National Education and Religious Affairs together with a PowerPoint presentation about the EDC project, composed by Ms Vassiliki Makri from the International Organizations Section of the Ministry. Other EDC-related documents produced by the Council of Europe that have been translated in Greek include, Edward Huddleston (ed), Tool on Teacher Training for Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education, December 2004, and Concept Paper on The European Year of Citizenship through Education: Learning and Living Democracy, November 2004. Students and teachers can find general guidelines about the implementation of the EDC and EYCE projects in Greece at the site: www.ypepth.gr/el_ec_page3900.htm. A search engine is also available on the EDC website, based on the Google search engine and enables to find documents located on the EDC website through keywords. The search engine is located at the bottom of the EDC website welcome page. The Database of activities in 2005 can be found at the following: http://dsp.coe.int/EYCE/ActivitiesByCountry.asp. At http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/education/E.D.C/Country_profiles/ 
one can trace the country profiles, while the fact sheets on the Year can be found at: http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/education/E.D.C/EYCE_in_countries/
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