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Greece
Communication sent

74. On 2 June 2006, the Special Rapporteur, jointly with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights defenders and the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, sent an allegation letter concerning Theo Alexandridis, legal counsel with the Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM), and other staff members of GHM, an organization that monitors and reports on human rights violations in Greece, including violations against the Roma community.

75. According to the information received, on 19 April 2005, the Greek Minister of Health and the Secretary-General of Social Solidarity publicly accused certain nongovernmental organizations of existing only on paper and of publishing negative reports on the basis of unreliable, exaggerated and misleading information on the victims of the smuggling of human beings in Greece, in order to obtain an increase in funding from the Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It was reported that GHM was specifically named in these accusations. Reports indicated that GHM has lodged a complaint against the Minister of Health and the Secretary-General of Social Solidarity.

76. Subsequently, on 13 October 2005, Mr. Alexandridis was arrested and detained in the Psari neighbourhood of Aspropyrgos, near Athens. It was reported that Mr. Alexandridis had gone to the police station to lodge a complaint against parents of non-Roma children who had allegedly committed violent acts against demonstrators who were protesting against the expulsion of Roma children from a school in the area. It was alleged that after he had filed the complaint, Mr. Alexandridis was told he was under arrest and was detained for four hours before being released without charge. Moreover, the president of the Pupils Parents Association allegedly lodged a  complaint against Mr. Alexandridis for libel and defamation.

77. It was also reported that, on 20 January 2006, the Head of the Appeals Prosecutors Office stated during a radio interview that all Roma were criminals and announced that perpetrators, instigators and accomplices of Roma people who had helped them in a case concerning the alleged forced expulsion of Roma families in the Makrigianni area of Patras would be called on to take the stand, specifically including among this group representatives of GHM. The Head of the Appeals Prosecutors Office is also said to have stated in the same radio interview that he had opened an inquiry into the involvement of GHM in petitioning the First Instance Prosecutor to open a criminal investigation into alleged illegal evictions and attacks against Roma people in Makrigianni.

Observations

78. The Special Rapporteur regrets that no reply to this communication had been received from the Government of Greece at the time this report was finalized.
79. The Special Rapporteur intends to follow up on this case. In the event that no response is received from the Government, he will no longer treat the case as a mere allegation but as a proven fact. 
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Greece

Communications sent

161. On 2 June 2006, the Special Rapporteur sent a joint allegation letter together with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the situation of human rights defenders concerning Theo Alexandridis, legal counsel with the Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM), and other staff members of GHM. GHM is an organization that monitors and reports on human rights violations in Greece, including violations against the Roma community. According to the information received, on 19 April 2005 the Greek Minister of Health and the Secretary-General of Social Solidarity publicly accused non-governmental organizations of existing only on paper and of publishing negative reports on the basis of unreliable, exaggerated and misleading information on the victims of the smuggling of human beings in Greece, in order to obtain an increase in funding from the Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It is reported that GHM was specifically named in these accusations. It is further reported that GHM lodged a complaint against the Minister of Health and the Secretary-General of Social Solidarity. On 13 October 2005 Mr. Alexandridis was arrested and detained in the Psari neighbourhood of Aspropyrgos, near Athens. It is reported that Mr. Alexandridis had gone to the police station to lodge a complaint against parents of non-Roma children who had allegedly committed violent acts against demonstrators protesting the expulsion of Roma children from a school in the area. After he had filed the complaint, Mr. Alexandridis was told that he was under arrest and was detained for four hours before being released without charge. Moreover, the President of the Parents Association allegedly lodged a complaint against Mr. Alexandridis for libel and defamation. It is reported that on 20 January 2006 the Head of the Appeals Prosecutors Office, during a radio interview, stated that all Roma are criminals and announced that perpetrators, instigators and accomplices of Roma people who had helped them in a case concerning the alleged forced expulsion of Roma families in the Makrigianni area of the city of Patras would be called on to take the stand, specifically naming representatives of GHM. The Head of the Appeals Prosecutors Office also reportedly stated that he had opened an inquiry into the involvement of GHM in petitioning the First Instance Prosecutor to open a criminal investigation into alleged illegal evictions and attacks against Roma people in Makrigianni. Concern is expressed that the above-mentioned events are connected with the legitimate activities of Mr. Alexandridis and GHM in defence of human rights, in particular because of their involvement in defending the legal rights of the Roma community in Greece.

Communications received

162. None.

Special Rapporteur’s comments and observations

163. The Special Rapporteur regrets the absence of an official reply and urges the Government of Greece to provide substantive detailed information at the earliest possible date, and preferably before the end of the fourth session of the Human Rights Council.
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